
#SkateAfrica 
Skateboarding culture in Africa 



Trend Overview 
	

The skateboarding culture is trickling into various 
cities on the continent. The  movement is gaining 
popularity and growing awareness among African 
millennials and Gen Z. The #SkateAfrica covers 
the following pointers of the emerging trend.  
 
-  Thriving cities ( skate crews leading the pack) 

-  The Trickle impact into the creative sector 

-  Skaters: skating new paths  



Introduction 

Skate boarding as an a adventure sport has 
seen immense growth in South Africa due 
to fast infrastructure development as 
compared to its neighbouring countries. 
Cities such as Johannesburg, Cape Town 
and Durban have built the foundation of 
the skate park phenomenon. We see skate 
boarding communities pushing forward 
and creating career opportunities within 
this sport that is typically seen as a hobby.  
 
East African countries namely Uganda, 
Ethiopia and Kenya are breeding the 
skateboarding culture in certain cities 
with a visible integration of people from 
various tribes and communities coming 
together under one common language.  

Millennials in the mega cities of  Nairobi, 
Addis Ababa and Kampala are creating 
organisations and skate crews that 
double up as a skate community for 
youngsters in the country. They also act 
as gate keepers to partnerships with 
international organisations, that sponsor 
and create events while providing  
equipment which draws in aspiring 
skaters.  
	
								Influencers of the trend 
 
Skateboarding is used as a tool that 
enables one to alter their reality.  Words 
such as freedom and excitement hold the 
sentiment of the skaters escaping the lack 
of opportunities faced in their daily lives. 
The skateboarding community provides 
alternative solutions to their reality:  
 

“I picked up skateboarding because 
I loved it and it kept me from being idle,”  

- Jhele. An avid skateboarder  

Skateboarders draw inspiration and 
technical skills from skaters such as 
Calvin Ligono , Tony Hawk and 
international music channel MTv. Which 
promoted the skate culture in the early 
2000s. With the quick ability to connect 
with fellow skaters globally via social 
media, many crews learn about the 
current trends, tricks and trade equipment 
through these platforms.  
 
Skateboarding in Africa is driven by 
passion versus an act of rebellion. Skaters 
ride on the thrill of exploring their cities. 
They thrive on the  exciting build up of 
performing stunts on buildings typically 
used for walking and organisational 
purposes.  



Uganda Skateboard Union 
 

The first country in East Africa to build a skate park, 
sees the  continuous effort to bring growth to the 
skateboarding movement  largely motivated by the 
Uganda Skateboarding Union and the 
Uganda Skateboarding Federation.  

The skateboarding NGO Uganda Skateboarding Union 
is believed to have introduced the skateboarding culture 
in Uganda. As most organisations in the skateboarding 
community in Africa, USU aims to introduce and 
promote skateboarding to young children in various 
communities in the country. The organisation has thus 
far succeeded in promoting skateboarding and creative 
learning in local schools. The partnership between USU 
and German NGO, Skate – Aid ,has seen the success of 
two skate parks in Uganda, the second one built in 
2017.  
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Ethiopia Skate 

"We are like brothers, we love each other so much, we   
care about each other, everybody cares about each other like a  
brother or a sister.“  
 - Micky Asfw , Ethiopia Skate member 

Ethiopia Skate came to fusion with the purpose of instilling a 
community among young people in the country. The crew / 
organisation  has thus far provided 100 boards to children in 
various parts of the country. With 150 members, the crew gains 
access to equipment and clothing through their connections 
with German Make life Skate life organisation. This connection 
has since lead to the construction of Ethiopia's first skate park 
in 2016. 
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S.S.K - Kenya 

Skateboarding Society Kenya  (S.S.K) is a skate 
boarding crew in Kenya trying to spread awareness of 
this movement. The crew has been able to bring in 
youth from various tribal communities in the country 
that would generally not interact with each other. The 
skateboarding community is providing a platform for 
their unemployed peers to keep out of trouble by 
hosting local competitions with generous prizes.  
 
Skaters boarders are now aware of the career 
opportunity skate boarding has abroad and thus they 
are aiming to create the same at home. S.S.K shares 
their video content, events and information on their 
social media pages with an attempt to spread 
awareness of the skateboarding community in the city.  
 
The skateboarding crew hopes to equip the Kenyan 
youth living in rural areas, with the skateboarding 
skills by building skate parks throughout the country. 
While they continue to work on sponsorships and 
financial assistance, the skateboarding community 
continues to grow in the country’s main city.   



Skate football 

An extension to the concept of skateboarding sees the merging of 
skateboarding and soccer. Tracked back to 2014 skate football is 
gaining much attraction. First noticed in Nigeria , the sport is mostly 
played by polio survivors. Africa News reports that for the past eight 
years, Ghanaian resident Albert Frimpong has continued to train 
players in the sport. Speaking about the people with disabilities on 
his team, whom he picked from the streets, he said: 

 
 "Using this sport, we have gradually put in their minds that the street is 

not the ultimate. You will make some money but you can lose your life on any 
day, at any time.” 
 
2017 saw the Ghanaian team host the Nigerian team in a match 
titled Binatone International Unity Skate Soccer Fiesta’, at the 
Independence Square in Accra. 
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Skating with a cause 

The skateboarding movement is not just about different 
people coming together but a saving grace from the harsh 
reality that young people in poverty stricken, opportunity 
deprived communities live in. Skateboarding keeps the 
youth in the streets but away from the violence, drugs and 
criminal acts that are typically associated with communities 
with a high youth unemployment rate. Skateboarding crews  
are formed to introduce an alternative activity to children in 
the streets and to those that cannot find employment.  
This is also seen as a bridging the gap: finding a solution to 
the high unemployment rate and unemployed nomads 
roaming the streets in communities.  

The skateboarding crews are commonly formed by young 
inspired skateboarding members seeking to bring alternative 
activities to children in their communities. International 
contribution is not seen as aid, but as widening a community 
that speaks the same language….skateboarding.  



Founded in Gugulethu, a township in 
Cape Town, South Africa, Nebula’s 
mission is to create a space that empowers 
less privileged children in a community 
rooted in skateboarding, the art of music, 
design and dance.  
 
Run by non-skating and skating 
volunteers, the project expands children's 
perspective in creative and entrepreneurial 
thinking.  
 
With the motto ‘Nebula skate of mind’ the 
organisation is constantly working to bring 
creative solutions to the dynamic issues 
facing South African youth.  

Nebula Skate of Mind SkateWorks 

Skateworks children's development programme is 
a project rooted in the development of co-
educational spaces for street children in Ethiopia. 
Built on the skateboarding culture, the project 
has created a camp for Ethiopian street children 
which aims to bridge the gap between the lack of 
opportunity and organised learning.  
 
The project has an outreach trade school which is 
built around skateboarding and provides 
vocational training . The course includes 
skateboarding classes and learners complete the 
course with a certification in metal fabrication.  



Skate boarding : trickles into creativity  

Many Skaters in the East African region see 
themselves as creatives versus skaters - 
skateboarding is merely an artistic form of 
expression. 
 

“The skateboarder is not a sportsman but an artist; 
that is the mind set of skateboarder.” 

- Kenya Skateboarding Union 
 
The skateboarding movement in East Africa has 
gained lots of attraction from international 
photographers, but in this instance we see African 
creatives and artists creating their own content that 
narrates the stories of communities and realities 
faced by skaters in their communities . 
 
The skate boarding movement has trickled into 
creative sectors similar to the wave it took in the 
early 2000s internationally.   



The film industry has also shown an interest in 
documenting the skateboarding culture in Africa. 
Instead of romanticising the culture, 
documentaries such as Jide and Rolla soccer paints 
the picture of the situations members of the 
culture are constantly faced with.  
 
As a form of escapism we see more African film 
makers portraying the options offered to the youth 
in many unequal societies in Africa as seen with 
the film  Jas Boude which follows the 20sk8 crew 
in Cape Town, South Africa.  

Jas Boude 
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Aspects of the skateboard culture have trickled into the visual 
art scene. While the skateboarding movement continues to 
gain a lot of international attraction, photographers have 
created various exhibitions exposing the international market 
to the skateboarding culture in East Africa.  
 
2017, saw  Dylan Brady  design a  video game character which 
was inspired by the photo series by Osborne Macharia.  
 
Kenyan photographer Osborne Macharia’s photo series 
captures the spirit of 4 gentlemen in the heart of Kariobangi 
(one of Nairobi’s informal settlements) who call themselves 
Kabangu. A group of real hip hop heads from the 80’s, who 
meet up regularly to educate and mentor upcoming young 
talent venturing out into the hip hop industry. They teach 
them values such as peace, equality, prosperity and social 
justice. 

Kabangu – Real hip hop heads 
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Local Nigerian skate crew and brand 
Waffles n' Cream have branched into various avenues to 
cater to the skateboarding culture. As the first skate crew 
in Lagos, the skate team are working on constructing 
Nigeria’s first skate park.  
 
As a brand they have opened the first skateboarding 
store in the city which makes it easier for skaters to 
purchase skateboarding goods instead of purchasing 
online, which was the norm for skaters.  
 
The team has created a visual edit titled Jide which 
depicts skateboarding in Nigeria. Waffles n' Cream have 
also dabbled in event planning and hosting as they 
hosted the city’s first Skate Jam on June 21, 2017 on 
worldwide Go Skate Day.  Sk
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Waffles n' Cream 
 



Sk8 for Gr8 
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  Inspired by the growing skateboarding culture in Cape 
Town, SK8 for Gr8 is driven to merge the gap between 
education and design thinking. Created in 2015 the project 
holds mentorship workshops in Cape Town for children 
who are less privileged and have limited opportunities. The 
children are paired with local designers to produce a skate 
desk design inspired by the kids.  
 
The project hopes to broaden children’s perspective to the 
creative industry and  prospects of it as a career path, while 
drawing them away from drugs and criminal activities. 

 
“It is not about making every child go into design, but it is 

about exposing them to design thinking and a new way of thinking, 
an entrepreneurial mind,”   

- Founder of Sk8 for Gr8 Alison Parker. 
 
The desks are sold on the SK8 for Gr8 online store, 
revenue is put back into the project for future workshops.  



Popcaan & Naughty Boy “Should’ve Been Me”  

Jamaican artist Popcaan and Naughty Boy’s 
music video “Should’ve Been Me”  captures 
the skateboarding scene in Uganda. The 
video follows a day in the life of a young boy 
in an impoverished area. Throughout the 
video you see the role that skateboarding 
plays in the boys life as he not only enjoys 
the sport but is inspired by the older 
skaters. The video was arranged in 
collaboration with Uganda Skateboarding 
Union.  
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This is seen with online publications specifically catering to 
the skateboarding culture in their region or country. 
Skateboarding projects which aim to reduce gender gaps 
and stereotypes as well as skate stores created by young 
entrepreneurial skateboarders are rapidly developing. 
 
This sees the next step of the skateboarding culture in 
Africa, creating an element of passion driven businesses and 
awareness throughout the continent.  

Skating a new path 

From the founders of skateboarding crews which aim to 
bring together young people in this artistic sport , to the 
skateboarding culture transitioning to the creative sector, 
skateboarding in Africa is still en route to breaking borders, 
creating new boundaries and catering to the growing 
skateboarding community. 
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Girls also like skateboarding 

No sport, interest or occupation is limited to an 
isolated group. As the skateboarding culture in 
Africa aims to enter the mainstream market so 
the trend moves away from the typical notion 
of the skateboarding movement being limited 
to boys and tomboys. 
 
Megabi skate girls is the first girls 
skateboarding crew in East Africa founded by 
Muluken Dejene. The crew has opened a 
window for young girls to take part in this 
sport as well as create opportunities for 
themselves.  
	

European NGO Skateistan has opened a girls 
skateboarding school in Johannesburg, South 
Africa with the aim of  bridging the gender gap in 
society. They intend to give the girls educational 
opportunities with elements of skateboarding.  



Cities leading in the skateboarding culture still lack the participation of brands catering to the skateboarding movement. Therefore 
locals or members of the skateboarding community are creating their own stores, clothing lines to draw in people who can afford 
to buy and are interested in their culture.  

Sk
at

in
g a

 ne
w 

pa
th 

Doyen Skate Shop is one of the only stores catering to the 
skateboarding culture in Zambia. The store stocks brands 
such as Blind Skateboards , Technique Skateboards  and 
Elements Skateboards . As a niche boutique the store 
currently only hires skateboarders , opened by Eli’sha 
Marshall who hopes to expand the culture in the country.  

A South African street wear clothing line, 2Bop’s aesthetic is 
rooted from arcadia games which were popular in South 
Africa at corner stores in the 1980’s and early  1990’s. The 
brands clothing range appeals to the skateboarders in Cape 
Town due to its aesthetic and comfort. This is further 
emphasised with a collaboration the brand had with the 
founder of the 20Sk8 crew in Cape Town.  

Doyen Skate shop - Zambia 

2Bop 
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The magazine captures and reports on the 
skateboarding culture in Kenya. The name is taken 
from the sigh of relief as you Kick and push your 
board down the concrete. With the support of 
Skateboarding Society of Kenya, the partnership 
helps promote the skateboarding  movement 
locally. The magazine team believe they are 
encouraging and promoting the skateboarding 
culture to young  kids in the country, with the 
hope that they will try it themselves and embrace 
various opportunities that may be created. 

Africa Skate 

An online platform that is run by skateboarders 
with the aim of sharing content about the 
skateboarding culture within the continent. The 
magazine is a one stop spot which reports on the 
latest events, interviews, government and industry 
insights.  

Sighkick magazine  

The capturing and depiction of the skateboarding culture has steeped into the publication space. Skateboarders are brewing their 
own platforms that showcase the growth of the culture within their countries and regions. Most of the publications are currently 
online with Kenyan based magazines leading the way in producing content on various events, crews and skateboarding accolades 
in Africa.  



The African skateboarding community is still an infant in 
the sporting arena. African skateboarders are creating 
alternative solutions to social economic issues that are felt 
by communities of young people. That shift sees a 
community of young people promoting and encouraging 
positive self expression that has no boundaries and 
boarders. 
 
In the same breathe we see skateboarding crews 
formulating businesses to cater to the growing community. 
The challenge would be for investors and businesses to find 
a bridge in the market that would cater to a sub cultural 
community which has limited financial resources, while 
assisting in elevating this creative cultural sector to not only 
empower young people, but also provide a financial 
standing and career.  
 
The 2020 Olympics gives way for sponsors and brands to 
step in and construct an admirable profile of activity that is 
typically seen as a hobby in many African cities.  

To Conclude…   
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